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Po bis Grace, His Mijeflies high Commiſſoner, and the Rigbt Ho. 
nourable the Eſtates of Parliament, ; OR 


The ADPIFIONAL-R EP RESENT ATION: ty the Brewers of 
Ed inburgh of thein Caſe and Condition, 


= Humbly S hewetb * 


| Hat ſeing t evidently appears that all Men ſeem to be poſſeſſed with an — 

the Trade of Brewing is ſo profitable, that upon all Occaſions it is loaded. w. Exe 
ciſes and Burdens, which in truth it cannot bear: and tho it be a hard matter for a 
man, ora Society of men to expoſe the ſecret of their Trade, yet as to the caſe ol the Brewen 
of Idisbergb, according to the Proverb, Neceſſity bas no Lam, albeit the ſame ſhould ruine 
them and their Families, as it hath in ſome meaſure already done; they muſt for His Maje- 
ſties gervioe, and undeceiving his Grace His Majeſties High Commiſſioner, and the Night 
Honourable the Eſtates of Parliament, and all other men, (after much ſtrugling ) now at 
laſt lay it open to the view by the ſubſquent Accompt, which they humbly intreat his, Grace, 
and the Right Honourable Eſtates to conſider, 
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The Candor and Ingenuity of the Brewers in this Accompt may teadily be doubted: But 
to demonſtrate the Truth of it, the Brewers are content the ſame be examined with the great: 
eſt exactneſi by Oath, or any other way, ard they humbly jatreat and beg, his Grace his Ma- 
jeſties High Commiſſioner, and the gtares of Parliament may do the ſame, without which, it is 
prefumed impoſſible to judge what Impoſitions that Trade within the Town of Edinburgh is 
capable to bear; And if it be found true, as certainly it will, then there remains only this 
Queſtion to be anſwered. viz How have the Prewers bi:berto carried on this Trade, kept their 
Credit, maintained their Families, and b:ought up their Children: For Anſwer to which, 
the Parliament, and all concerned may be pleaſed to take notice, that the former Tax-men of 
Exciſe having the ſame at an caſie rate, gave a very confiderable Kaſe to the Brewers ; Parti- 
cularly, Sir Fobr Toung, when he was Tax man, from which their Profit acoſe, whereas 
ſently, and for ſome time by gone, the greateſt and beſt part of the Brewers are Survey 
the uttmoſt rigour of the full number ct Bolls which they brew, and have neither (rom theſe 
who now ſurvey them, nor fremihieir Maſter the Tax men, the leaſt favour or caſe: But on 
the contrary, are abuſed to thai degree, that upon Complaint they are rather prejudged than 
remeeded, which has broke ſcvctals, as is known to ſome of the Members of Parliament, who 
have been ſharers of loſs thereby, and theſe Brewers who have not broke, but ſtand out, have 
in truth loſt of their Stocks conliderai ly, and are not able to pay the preient annexed Exciſe of 
two Merks upon the Boll, and the Towns Impoſition, much leſs can they bear an additional 
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And to be yet more plain with his Grace and the Honourable Eſtates of Parliament, the 
Brewers Ingeniouſly confeſs, that had it not been ſome concealments of their Brewings, they 
could not have ſubſiſted; But now ſuch is the preſent ſeverity of the Survey, that no Brew- 
et is able to conceal any thing Browa, beſide the great diſquiet and haz ird which does attend 
ſuch Praiſes, which oblidges them as honeſt and rational men rather to give over the Trade 


than to continue their Brewing, which my occafion their own ruine, breaking of their 
Families, and the wroogiog thoſe they deal with, 

They further humbly defire, that the Parliament would take to conſideration the great pres 
Jadice they ſuſt in by returned Ale, and ſpilt Browſts , which oft · times falls out without a- 
ny defe& in the Brewer : And that all Merchants and Importers of Wine and Brandie, have 
by Lawallowed them a confiderable abatement of the Cuſtomes due, and that upon the ac- 
count of the Leckage and Owllage, 

As to what may be ſaid, that a Boll of Bear when made into Malt, will be a Boll and two 
Pecks of Malt or thereby, It is Anſwered, that thoſe in the Countrey, who make the Mal: for 
ſale, and for preſent uſe, there may be ſome Advantage this way, But as to the Brewers of E- 
dinburgh, who make it in great quantity for their own uſe, are obiged, for lofting and keep- 
ing of it, to dry it at that tate, that it has no overcome, Beſide, that if there were any out- 
coming, the ſame is more than compenſed by its being eaten by the Ratts and Malt-louſe, which 
evident to all knowing and conſiderin men. 

Alſo theſe who now have got the Towns Impoſition into their Hands, begin with ſuch ri- 
gid and uneafie Meaſures, as cannot be without great prejudice to the Brewers, they deman. 
ding two Merks ſcots for each Boll, and declaring that they will have no leſs, albeit the Tack. 
duty payable by them, be 6500 merk leſs than what was payed by the former Tax-men, tho 
the laſt Tackſmen, who required no more but one pound four ſhilling Scots Money per 
Boll. were ſo far from being Loſers, that they offered within a hundred pound 
to the Tack-duty it is ſet at / but are ſcrewing it up to an unreaſonable Rate: tho twen- 
ty one ſhiling four |= Scots upon the Boll, offered to them will produce them profit 
eneugh, which his Grace, and the Honourable Eſtates would be pleaſed to take into their 
Confideration: and therefore to appoint theſe Tax-men to cede and ſurrender up a Right 
of their Tack of the Towns Impoſition, in favours of the Brewers, who are content to pay 
the Tack Duty, and ought to be preferred before others. 

But if after all that is ſaid, His Grace His Majeſtics high Commiſſioner, and the Honourable 
Eſtates of Parliament ſhal think fit to continue the ſoreſaid Impoſitions, and lay additional Ex- 
Ciſes on them, they bumbly and earneſtly beg, that there may be 8 ſuitable price put upon the 
Ale: As alſo to prevent the abuſes and oppreſſions they meet with from the Tr men, and their 
Surveyers, the Brewers ay nove the Tack of the ſaid Exciſes, at the Quote of the AR of Para 
liament, for the Town of Edinbargh, if the ſame can be diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the King- 
dom, or if not, that they may have the Tack of the whole Kingdom, at the rate of the AR of 
Parliament: And they are content, for the caſe of the reſt of the Kingdom, and to prevent 
their ruine by Tax-men, and other Surveyers, toſet off the ReſpeRive Shires to the Brewers, 
or any Gentlemen within the ſame, at ſuch Rates as ſhal be agreed upon betwixt them, at the 
ſight and arbitration of two Privy Councellors, Lords of Theſaurie or Exchequer, or who els 
the Parliament ſhal think fit. 

[tis therefore humbly, intreated His Grace and the Honourable Eſtates would be pleaſed to 
conſider the whole matter : thetruth of which cannot upon Tryal be canvelled, but rather 
confirmed; whereby it will appear that they are not able to hold out their Trade with the Im- 
poſitions now lying on them, unleſs the Price of the Ale be hieghtned to at leaſt two ſhilling 
eight pennies per Pint, tar leſs to bear the Additional Exciſe propoſed, 

And furder ſeing the Trade of Brewing is in this and the former Petition given ia by the 
Brewers (which his Grace and the Honourable Eſtates of Parliament are carn:Rly defired 
to re-confider ) clearly diſcloſed by the Brewers in this their Extremity, and which they have 
done ſincerely and with an intire Confidence to his Grace and Eſtates of Parliament, as their 
Noble and Honourable Patriots who only can relieve them from their threatned Ruine, and 
begs the ſaid Trace may be Rediſied, and all Abuſes removed, which the Brewers themſeves 
not being Incorporated cannot do unleſs the Parliament interpoſe their Authority,and preſcribe 
luch Rational Methods as the Impoſitions laid, or to be layed upon them may be chearfull 
payed, and they have a Rational Profit for their Labours, and great hazards and risques whi 
they run, which are greater than do attend other Imployments : and if upon this naked Diſ- 
covery they ſhall not be helped by his Grace and the Honourable Eſtates, they will by the 
Rigidity of the Tackſmen and Surveyers be in a worſecaſe than before, and will be quite put 
from their Trade and Imployments, by which they have bern for theſe two years bypaſt great 


Loſers, 
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